REGULAR MEETING – OCTOBER 14, 2008 – 7:30 P.M.
Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Commissioner McGovern, Commissioner Gorman, Mayor Mahon.

Borough Clerk reads the following statement:


This is a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea and notice of time, date and place has been transmitted to the area newspapers, Avon Board of Education, Avon Public Library and the Avon Post Office in compliance with the rules and regulations of the Open Public Meetings Law.


Fire Exits are located in the directions I am indicating.  In case of fire, you will be notified by an alarm bell.  If so notified, please move in a calm, orderly manner to the nearest smoke free exit.  Thank you.

Motion by McGovern seconded by Mahon that the minutes of the meeting of September 22, 2008 be approved as written.

The Vote:

Aye: All
No: None
RESOLUTION offered by McGovern seconded by Gorman that the Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the cancellation of 2008 water/sewer charges for the following accounts:

         Block 1 Lot 13         430 Norwood Ave.      Demolition                    $135.00

         Block 47 Lot 5.02     429 Jefferson Ave.      Occupancy Date           $ 65.63
         Block 44 Lot 9
    409 Lincoln Ave.        Overestimate
       $386.40

         Block 52 Lot 6.02      105 Washington Ave.  Demolition

       $131.25

The Vote:

Aye: McGovern, Gorman
No: None
Abstain: Mahon
RESOLUTION offered by Gorman seconded by McGovern that the Board of Commissioners hereby authorize the refund of a 2008 duplicate tax payment to the following:

         Block 35 Lot 6.07    Mahon
26Garfield Ave. 
       $3,960.86

The Vote:

Aye: McGovern, Gorman
No: None
Abstain: Mahon

RESOLUTION offered by Gorman seconded by McGovern that,


WHEREAS, this new state mandate stems from the Corzine administration’s demand that 115,000 low-income housing units be built; and


WHEREAS, to achieve this level the new COAH rules require an additional 575,000 housing units be built, bringing the total number of new housing units to 690,000 statewide; and


WHEREAS, these new housing units could force development on existing open space, land used for parks and recreational facilities, wetlands and buffers near major highways; and


WHEREAS, this new government mandated housing plan has a funding shortfall estimated to be $5.8 billion, that will have to be made up through increased property taxes, and

WHEREAS, the new housing law, A-500, includes a ban on regional contribution agreements (RCAs), which historically have enabled municipalities with affordable housing obligations to provide revenue to fund low and moderate housing projects in urban municipalities; and


WHEREAS, the elimination of RCAs will lead to rapid sprawl of rural and suburban communities; and


WHEREAS, urban centers will loose substantial sums of money for re-development; and


WHEREAS, the COAH mandate will mean that thirty-seven (37) housing units must be built in Avon-By-The-Sea.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this new obligation and related fees must be eliminated in their entirety and new rules adopted that reconcile open space preservation and affordable housing goals.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be sent to Governor Jon S. Corzine, Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts, Senate President Richard J. Codey, Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr., Assembly Minority Leader Alex DeCroce and all state legislators representing our legislative district.

The Vote:

Aye: All
No: None
RESOLUTION offered by McGovern seconded by Mahon that,


WHEREAS, the Citizens of the Borough of Avon By The Sea have been subjected to vandalism during this time of year, and


WHEREAS, this vandalism is the result primarily of children under the age of eighteen (18) running through the streets and lanes of the Borough.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT KNOWN, that I, Robert Mahon, Mayor of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea, do hereby proclaim that commencing October 24th through November 2nd 2008, NO child under the age of eighteen (18) years of age shall be permitted on the streets or lanes of the Borough of Avon By The Sea between the hours of 8:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M., unless accompanied by their parent or guardian.


BE IT FURTHER KNOWN, that NO person of any age shall be permitted to wear a mask on any of the streets or lanes of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea between the dates and hours stated above.

The Vote:

Aye: All
No: None
RESOLUTION offered by Gorman seconded by McGovern that Police Officer Thomas Calmon, having exhausted all his personal, vacation and sick days is hereby granted an additional 15 sick days.  The granting of additional sick days is contingent upon Officer Calmon providing the Borough Administrator with a medical report of his condition signed by his physician.

The Vote:

Aye: All

No: None

Motion by McGovern seconded by Gorman that the bills in the amount of $486,777.74 be approved for payment.

The Vote:

Aye: All
No: None
Mayor asks if anyone would like to be heard?

Charlie Rooney, Borough Engineer – Lincoln Ave. Phase II project and Woodland Ave. from Ocean to 1st Ave. is almost done.

Water treatment plant – upgrading filters and filter media is currently underway and should be completed by end of month.  Also, working on settling basin to improve efficiency in terms of iron removal.  Awaiting schedule from contractor.  Should start by end of month.  Both projects should be done by next spring when we go back to our own water.

Cell tower – foundation in place.  May see tower up by Thanksgiving.  Omnipoint is operator and Verizon is a tenant.  Has room for 3 more tenants.

DOT Local Aid Grant project – Norwood Ave. from 3rd to Main St.

Working on retaining wall upgrade at the library.  Also looking to upgrade staircase in front of building.

Mayor asked Mr. Rooney to discuss having dunes on the beach as he has been asked about them.

Mr. Rooney said that he would advise any municipality contemplating dunes to be extremely careful in terms of putting them in.  Dunes are heavily regulated by the State DEP.  They are protected.  Once installed you can’t take them out.  Has been his experience that in towns where they have been put in, the have grown to where views of the ocean are lost.  The width and height of the dune grows.  It is a dynamic structure.  Have grown to consume large areas of the beach.  The state is strict in how to maintain.  The project that currently exists in Avon designed by the Army Corps of Engineers is not based on dunes as a component of protection.  The design of Avon’s beach is the beach berm and the slope of the beach as the component of shore protection.  The Army Corps has designed the project recognizing shore erosion over a period of time.  They have analyzed on average – 6-8 years-the beach will retreat to a point of minimum wear.  Will come back in and reefed the beach.  Adding dunes will only incur maintenance responsibilities and obligations.  Will consume useful portions of beach and once dune is in, you are stuck with it forever.  If and when we lose federal funding, the dune would become an integral and protected part of our beach that the town couldn’t take out.
Jeff Bramhall, Supt. D.P.W. – most of the new street signs are up.  Leaf season is here – put leaves out about 2 ft. from curb in main avenues.  Lanes are picked up last.  1st new aerator is in, 2nd came damaged.  Will install as soon as it’s repaired.  Will have to pull both out in a month or so for winter.
Sheila Watson, Librarian – encourages everyone to visit our website.  Soon all publications will be charging for copies of articles.  If you go through the website you will be able to get copies for no charge.

Karl Klug, Water Dept. Supt. – On Sept. 29th we started getting our water from NJ American Water.

Barry Cooke, Borough Attorney – gave status report on Marina property.  An offer has been made and we are waiting for them to respond.  There has been a change in the executor of the estate.

Comm. Gorman commended the 1st Aid Squad for assisting in the delivery of their first baby.

Marie Kenny would like more information on plans for the pool next year.  Comm. McGovern said that there are no plans right now.  We are in preliminary stage of speaking to an architect.

How did pool make out financially this year?  We made $58,000, 50,000 was budgeted.

Motion by McGovern seconded by Gorman that being there is no further business, the meeting is adjourned.

The Vote:

Aye: All
No: None

_________________________________


Robert Mahon, Mayor


_________________________________


Robert P. McGovern, Commissioner


_________________________________


Francis E. Gorman, Commissioner

______________________________

Timothy M. Gallagher, RMC

Borough Clerk
