REGULAR MEETING – MARCH 10, 2008 – 7:30 P.M.
Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Commissioner Gorman, Mayor Mahon 

                Absent: Commissioner McGovern
Borough Clerk reads the following statement:


This is a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea and notice of time, date and place has been transmitted to the area newspapers, Avon Board of Education, Avon Post Office and the Avon Public Library in compliance with the rules and regulations of the Open Public Meetings Law.


Fire Exits are located in the direction I am indicating.  In case of fire, you will be notified by an alarm bell.  If so notified, please move in a calm, orderly manner to the nearest smoke free exit.  Thank you.

Motion by Mahon seconded by Gorman that the minutes of the meeting of February 25, 2008 be approved as written and posted.

The Vote:

Aye: All
No: None
RESOLUTION offered by Gorman seconded by Mahon that,


WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Commissioners of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea in the County of Monmouth finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2008 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners hereby determines that 1% increase in the budget for said year, amounting to $28,935.08 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea in the County of Monmouth, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, the, in the CY 2008 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Avon-By-The- Sea shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14 be increased by 3.5% amounting to $101,272.78, and that the 2008 municipal budget for the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced by filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption.

The Vote:

Aye: All
No: None
RESOLUTION offered by Mahon seconded by Gorman that,


WHEREAS, on February 26, 2008, in Trenton, Governor Jon S. Corzine presented his FY 2009 Budget proposal to a joint session of the State Legislature, which proposal now goes to the Legislature, which must pass a balanced budget by the start of the State’s next Fiscal Year, which begins on July 1; and


WHEREAS, the proposal, which represents what the Governor called “many unpleasant choices”, calls for sacrifice in a number of areas, including direct property tax relief, hospital aid, higher education assistance and Medicaid, with the inordinately deep cuts in municipal property tax relief funding; and


WHEREAS, municipal property tax relief will be slashed by $189.6 million; and 


WHEREAS, for municipalities with a population of less than 5,000, there will be no CMPTRA funding this year; for municipalities with a population total between 5,000 and 10,000, this relief will be limited to one-half of the amount received in the State’s 2006-2007 budget; and the $32.6 million distributed according to the CMPTRA formula, which municipalities received last year as 2008 municipal Property Tax Assistance, is gone; and


WHEREAS, all municipalities will receive level Energy Tax Receipts Property Tax Relief funding, despite State law that ‘requires’ annual inflationary adjustments of this (and CMPTRA) funding; and


WHEREAS, last year’s $32 million in Municipal Homeland Security Funding is gone, Special Municipal Aid funding is cut from $153 million to $145.4 – a loss of $7.6 million, Extraordinary Aid funding is reduced by $1.7 million – from $34 million to $32.3 million, and the $8 million Regional Efficiency Aid Program will not be funded; and 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea calls on its elected representatives in Trenton, Senator Sean Kean and Assembly member Rible and Angelini, to work with their colleagues in the Legislature and with the Governor to take affirmative action to restore program funding sufficient to honor state statutes and their stated commitment to the cause of property tax relief in all New Jersey municipalities;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Jon S. Corzine, Acting State Treasurer R. David Rousseau, Senate President Richard J. Codey, Senate Minority Leader Thomas H. Kean, Assembly Speaker Joseph J. Roberts and Assembly Minority Leader Alex DeCroce.

The Vote: 

Aye: ___

No: ___

Mr. Gallagher talked about the meeting he went to in Trenton regarding state aid.

Motion by Gorman seconded by Mahon that the bills in the amount of $294,616.64 be approved for payment.

The Vote:

Aye: All   (Mayor abstained from approving Pol. Dept. bills)
No: None
Mayor asked the supervisors for updates on their departments.

Doug Carter, Recreation Dir. – talked about new programs this year, raft race, senior program, basketball, Sat. night fundraiser with Pat Roddy Band.
Sheila Watson, Librarian – when doing spring cleaning, please donate any used books to the library.  Come see the new mural that has been done in the library.

Charlie Rooney, Engineer – will have recommendations at next meeting for the 2 bids (cell tower, water plant).  Initiated survey work on 2nd phase of Lincoln Ave. and 1st block of Woodland Ave.  Hope to bid project in April.

Karl Klug, Water Supt. – the 3 manholes around the school have been replaced.

Jeff Bramhall, D.P.W. Supt. – town faired well in last week’s heavy winds and rain.  1 tree came down.  

Chief Mahon, Police Chief – reverse 911 system has been changed and updated.  New law – driving while using cell phone – is in effect.

Comm. Gorman – Fire Dept. had successful fundraiser Sat. night.  Moving ahead with Mayor’s Ball – 5/31/08 at Barclay, invitations going out soon.  Anyone interested in joining the committee- contact Comm. Gorman, Sheila Watson or Laurie More.

Mayor asks if anyone would like to be heard?

Marie Kenny – mural at library is really very nice.  Recommends everyone taking a look.  Asked about town wide yard sale.  Doug Carter said will probably have one in the spring.
Marie Kenny asked about an update on the shared dispatch services.  Mayor said there is a budget meeting on Wed., at 7 pm.  At this meeting we will be discussing the Police budget which will include budgeting for dispatchers.  After Wed. we should have a better handle on where we are going.  

Some more discussion on dispatch services took place.

Marie Kenny asked about debt service.  This will also be discussed Wed. and some preliminary decisions will be made as to what kind of Capital expenses will be proposed.

It was asked when the budget will be introduced?  Next meeting – March 24th.  

Motion by Mahon seconded by Gorman that being there is no further business, the meeting be adjourned.

The Vote:

Aye: All
No: None


______________________________



Robert Mahon, Mayor



______________________________



Francis E. Gorman, Commissioner

______________________________

Timothy M. Gallagher, RMC

Borough Clerk
