Minutes of the Avon Planning Board-June 12, 2008

Chairperson Teresa Egan opened the meeting at 6:30 PM.

.

Attendance

Present- Davey, DeBlock, Egan, Ernst, Maxwell, Mahon, McGovern, O’Malley, Placitella, Ryan.

Absent, Maloney, 

Also present, Attorney Carton, Engineer Rooney, and Planning Board Secretary Brautigan

At the caucus meeting, a presentation was made to the Planning Board by Omnipoint Communications Inc. of 4 Sylvan Way, Parsippany, NJ, 07054. This application was submitted for courtesy review as a result of a public bid issued by the Borough of Avon and won by Omnipoint to construct a wireless telecommunications facility on Borough property. This will be constructed on Block 3, Lot 2 located at 84 field Street. The tower will be a 130 feet tall monopole and be located on a 100 foot by 35 foot fenced compound as shown on the site plan that was submitted. It will have up to five (5) cellular users and also Borough of Avon equipment. The plans submitted by Architects  French and Parrello, are dated May 5, 2008,  revised  May 8, 2008 and May 15, 2008. In answer to questions from board members it was indicated there will be no on site lighting,  no hazardous materials on the site, and no employees stationed at the site. Also, the fence will be made of mini-mesh.

At the regular meeting, the first hearing was for Robert & Margaret Shafer of 123 Lincoln Ave.

Mr. Shafer was sworn in by Planning Board Attorney John Carton. 

Mr. Shafer  informed the board how this application is different from one previously submitted.

He indicated that:

1. The front yard setback has been reduced

2. The AC units have been moved to the east side of the residence.

3. The side door has been moved from the side yard to the rear of the residence.

4. The driveway has been reduced to a 2 foot set back from a zero yard setback.

He ended his presentation by informing the board he has complied with the boards request from the previous meeting.

Engineer Rooney read his report related to this revised  application.

In the public session of this hearing no one requested to be heard.

 A motion by Ryan, second by Placitella, to approve the application with the following variances, conditions, and stipulations. 

          A. Variances are granted for the following:




1. A variance for the 2 foot set back for the driveway.



2. A sideline set back variance for the existing garage apartment. 



3. A variance for the oversized deck located in the rear of the residence.



4. A front variance for the garage located on the lane.
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B.  The applicant will submit 6 copies of the revised plans as changed and approved,  

         
      and including the following- 



1.  The details for the concrete sidewalk.



2.  The details for the driveway.

   

3.  A statement added to the plans stating, “After completion of the 



      renovation, and subject to the Construction Officials discretion, the existing 


      sidewalk along the applicants frontage will be repaired and/or replaced as 


      required.

Vote on the motion:

Yes-Davey, DeBlock Egan, Ernst, O’Malley, Placitella, Ryan 

No- None

The next hearing was for Mr. Leon Pirak of 201 Ocean Ave   Mr. Pirak  is requesting permission to install a three foot high  stone wall along the property lines  located on Washington Ave., Ocean Ave., and Lincoln Lane. 

Attorney Carton swore in Mr. Leon Pirak and Mr. Paul Amato to present this proposal.

Mr. Amato   introduced the proposed application by giving a brief history of the project. His introduction included the building lot coverage and the impervious coverage which Mr. Amato stated were both under what is allowed for this oversized lot.  He then referenced a survey prepared by Thomas Stuart, Professional Land Surveyor, prepared for the Construction Office as the As-Built Survey. This As-Built Survey was provided when construction was completed and a temporary CO obtained.    

Chairperson Egan then asked   Mr.  Amato if he knew exactly what the building lot coverage and the impervious coverage amounts were?  

Mr. Amato answered that this is an As-Built Survey that corresponds to the one submitted to the borough. He continued by explaining that it shows what was built corresponds to what was on the original plans submitted, approved, and built.  In addition, the As-Built Survey shows the building lot coverage and the impervious coverage.  It is a factual record of what was built and shows that the impervious coverage as 43.5%. This proposal will add 330 square feet to what was built and the entire project will amount to 46.5%  impervious coverage. 

As the discussion continued, some board members 
questioned if the impervious coverage was    accurate at 46.5%.  Mr.  Amato explained this is a certified As-Built Survey by Thomas Stuart, a Professional Land Surveyor, of Morris Surveyors Inc. and shows what has been built on the property. The house is done. There is nothing  left to be done on the house. Mr. Pirak has received a temporary CO.  

 At this time, Mr. Maxwell stated that he did not have enough time to study this application and suggested that we should carry it to the July meeting.
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As the dialogue continued Mr. Maxwell asked Ms. Egan about her not voting on any past projects that involved Mr. Amato and the Planning Board.  Ms. Egan responded, I will not vote on this project.  I am hearing it since Richard Maloney is not here tonight. 

Mr. Maxwell answered, that it is all the more reason that this application should be carried.  

Vice-Chairperson Egan answered, I agree with you.

Mr. Maxwell again asked that this application be carried to the July meeting as there has not been enough time to study it.

An exchange of ideas about continuing the hearing then took place between Mr. Pirak, and some of the board members.   










At this point Mr. DeBlock expressed concerns about the height of the wall on Washington Ave.  Board member Placitella stated she shared the concerns of Mr. DeBlock on the height of the 

wall.   Both members expressed concern   that the wall may possibly block the view of some residents sitting on porches on Washington Ave.   








Mr. Pirak stated, “this wall will be no different then other walls located on Ocean Ave.  It will be lower then some walls, and not be as high as some walls located on Ocean Ave.”  

 Mr. Pirak then asked the board members, “What other information do you want, or do you need, to make this decision”.  There was no response to the question.  

During the public part of the meeting no one spoke in favor of, or in opposition, to this application

Mrs. Egan suggested that since some of the board members were showing concern over the impervious coverage and the application should be carried for the July meeting. 

A motion was made by Maxwell, second by Ryan, to carry this application until the July 10, 2008 meeting.

Vote on the motion-

Yes- Davey, DeBlock, Ernst, Maxwell, O’Malley, Placitella, Ryan

No- None

Abstain-Egan

Vote on the Rogers Resolution from the June meeting be approved.

Yes- Davey, DeBlock, Egan, Ernst, Placitella, Ryan,

No- None

Abstain- None.

Chairperson Egan announced that the Lurch application would be carried to the next meeting.

