MEETING OF THE AVON PLANNING BOARD—MAY 8, 2008

Chairperson Richard Maloney opened the meeting.

Attendance-

Present- Davey, DeBlock, Egan, Ernst, Mahon, McGovern, O’Malley, Placitella, Ryan, Maloney.

Absent- Maxwell

The chairman announced that the Lurch application is carried to the June meeting and the applicant will have to re-advertise for any future hearing  regarding this property.

The first application was for Mr.  & Ms. Robert Shafer of 123Lincoln Ave. who are requesting permission for an addition to the first floor and to replace the second floor of the existing residence.

Planning  Board Attorney  John Carton swore in Mr. & Ms. Shafer to present their application.  

Mr. Shafer handed  out drawings to the board members as he started his presentation. He informed the board that he was asking for a 6-foot addition to the front of the house that would require a front set back variance. 

During his presentation, Mr. Shafer agreed to move the side steps and the air conditioning units to different sides of the residence so they would no longer require variances.  In addition, Mr. Shafer agreed to reduce the driveway to allow for a 2 foot set back on that side of the garage apartment.

Other variances that might be required are pre-existing conditions approved and allowed by a previous board in 2004 when the Garage apartment was replaced.

During the public session of the meeting Mr. Levine of Third Ave. and Mr. Gibney of Lincoln Ave both indicated they were  satisfied with the plans since Mr. Shafer  had agreed to move the side steps and the air conditioning   units. 

Board members DeBlock and Ryan indicated they were not in favor of  the application primarily because the front yard setback Board member Egan felt that besides the front yard set back the application is requiring to many variances.     

Motion by Maloney, second by Davey, that the application is approved with the following conditions and/or variances.

1. A variance for the front yard setback of 24 feet 5 ½ inches.

2. Side yard set backs for the main residence  will be allowed as indicated  on the plans after the 

  
Air Conditioning units and the side steps located on the west side are re-located.  

3.  The applicant 
has agreed to a set back of two feet for the rear driveway. In addition, on the garage a side yard set back to the east and rear set back off the lane require variances that were approved in 2004.   
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4. A variance for the deck is allowed as approved by a previous board.

5. A use variance is allowed for the two units that currently exist on the property.

Vote on the motion: 

Yes-Davey, Ernst, Placitella. Maloney

No- DeBlock, Egan, Ryan

The motion is not approved. 

The second hearing was for Kenneth &Muriel Rogers of 103 Woodland Ave. who are requesting permission for the demolition of a three family dwelling and the construction of a new two family dwelling. Attorney John Carton swore in the applicants and Architect Tom Petersen.

Architect Petersen outlined the residence the Rogers are proposing to build. The lot is undersized and the applicant is requesting building lot coverage of 42.4% as well as variances for a lot size and the lot depth. The front yard  set back will not be required if the one house set back 83 feet is not included  in the calculations. Discussion took place regard  lot coverage and the two units on one lot in a residential area. Mr. Rogers indicated when asked he did not  want to go to one unit but preferred to keep the apartment as he felt he was making a concession in giving up one unit. The apartment will be two rooms and be located above the garage. In answer to the four parking spaces required, the applicant can only provide two parking spaces off the street.

When the covered second floor deck was questioned, Architect Petersen indicated he could reduce it to a small section of the North East corner of the roof. 

During the public session, Mike Fesko of Woodland Ave. Joan Coates of 105 Woodland Ave. and Judy Silva of 515 Fifth Ave. all spoke in favor of the house being approved.

After the board members made statements Architect Petersen indicated he could reduce the house by about 130 Sq. feet.

Motion by DeBlock, second by Davies, the application be approved with the following conditions, stipulations, and variances:

1. A use variance is allowed for two units on one lot. The second unit will be located above the attached garage. 

2. Variances will be allowed for the undersize lot area and depth of the lot.
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3. A variance is allowed for the front yard set back of 20 feet (as discussed for one house  excluded from the measurements that was set back 83 feet). In addition, a rear yard set back of 18 feet back will be allowed.

4. Lot coverage of 40% will be allowed. 

5. The air condition units will be located to the south of the rear walkway.

6. The First Ave set back will be at 11 feet.

7. Two parking spaces will be allowed two as four are required. (two required for each 


unit).

8. A variance be allowed for a 14 by 10 foot section of the second floor porch to be covered, as 


discussed and proposed by Architect  Petersen.

9. A fence is not allowed along First Ave. or Woodland Ave.

Vote on the motion: 

Yes-Davey, DeBlock, Ernst, Maloney

No- Egan, Placitella Ryan

A motion by Maloney, second by Davey, that the  resolution for Bruce Francis of 429 Sylvania Ave. is approved.

Vote on the motion: 

Yes-Davey, DeBlock, Ernst, Maloney, Egan, Placitella Ryan

